GERMANY: THE POLITICAL PROBLEM

the implications of the cold war, we have been hiding, and I
think we are still hiding, behind a series of Maginot lines. The
first Maginot line was the monopoly of the atomic bomb; by
simply manufacturing atomic bombs it was believed that a cold
war could successfully be waged against the greatest land power
on earth, which was two hundred years ago already a threat to
the peace and the tranquillity of the world. The second Maginot
line was the Marshall Plan; it was deemed possible to buy peace
and success in the cold war by giving dollars to Europe, The
third Maginot line seems to be the remilitarization of Germany
within a rearmed western Europe.

This is a self-defeating policy. At this time we are engaged
in a war which is no less serious because it must not be con-
ceived of primarily in ideological terms. It is a war as serious as
the war in which Great Britain was engaged at the turn of the
nineteenth century against Napoleon, and it bears, it may be
added in passing, the same characteristics of an imperialistic
war fought with the means of a revolutionary ideology.

In this contest of a life-and-death struggle between East and
West, and as an effective instrument of waging it, the remili-
tarization of Germany is a mere illusion. It is an illusion for the
very fact that Germany is no longer the mere object of the poli-
cies of other powers. With every day that passes Germany will
become to an ever increasing extent the master of her own fate.
Whether or not Germany will be remilitarized will in the last
analysis be decided by Germany and by nobody else. If this is
so, then it is worthy of note that what neither denazification nor
re-education was able to accomplish the very life-experiences of
the German people have accomplished. Demilitarization not
only in physical fact but, more importantly, in intellectual and
moral terms is in the Germany of today to a considerable degree
an accomplished fact. It is perhaps the most revolutionary event
of recent German history, an event which would have been in-
conceivable ten or twenty years ago, that pacifism is espoused in
Germany in the name of German nationalism, that it is the or-
ganization of former professional officers which opposes remili-
tarization, and that the Bundestag, the West German parlia-
ment, passes unanimously a resolution opposing remilitarization.
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